El PO MEK

(ElI PO
[ Map] (cf S&C)
Barei kj e --- ElI POVEK
Betal -- EI POVEK
Di nger kon -- EI POVEK
Dubogon -- EI POVEK
Ei pomrek -- EI POVEK
Firwa -- ElI POVEK
Cererima -- ElI POVEK
| nrde -- EI POVEK
Mai ral a -- EI POVEK
Mal i ngdan -- EI POVEK
Mari kl a -- EI POVEK
Mokner kon -- EI POVEK
Munggona- Kwar el al a -- ElI POVEK
Sisinme -- ElI POVEK
Tal im-- ElI POVEK
W ndama -- ElI POVEK
- Ei bl -Ei besfeldt 1976: 148.

| anguage of Ei pormek, |ik yupe, ... 140° 4° 28
- Heeschen 1978: 7.

To nmy know edge Ei ponek is the only region where ... three
wel | defined dialects are spoken, nanely Ei po, Taninme, and Larye.

- Heeschen 1978: 15.

[ El po = ElI POVEK]
- Heeschen 1992: 466 (map).

... in the centre, Eipo, Una (spoken around Langda and Larye),
and the dial ect spoken in the Tanine valley ...
- Heeschen 1992: 467.

There are two reasons agai nst mappi ng | anguage boundari es,
firstly the phenonenon of dialect-chaining, ... secondly the
smal | ness of the settled areas.

- Heeschen 1998: 18.

The territory of the Ei po, for exanple, stretches for a
maxi mum of 15 km al ong the Eipo river, in the east-west direction
the fathest distance is 2.5 km The extent of Kosarek, N psan,
Tanime and Binme is about the sanme, Nalca and Larye are slightly
|arger ... Between the inhabited areas there are i mense
stretches of uninhabited country ... Language or dial ect
boundaries woul d fake a structure that does not exist.

- Heeschen 1998: 18.



In addition to that, it happens tinme and again that speakers
of one | anguage settle in another |anguage or dial ect area,
ei ther because of marriage relations or tradi ng partnerships or
because of bani shnment fromtheir own community or conflicts with
their clan nenbers. ... Language and di al ect boundari es becone
irrelevant in everyday interaction and communi cation or they are
built up consciously, ..

- Heeschen 1998: 18.

| nstead of mappi ng boundaries | shall present the foll ow ng
diagram A plus sign (+) neans that the speakers still
under stand each other, so that their |anguages, according to the
definition, nust be regarded as dialects. A mnus sign (-)
signifies that the speakers do not understand each other, so that
they are nenbers of different | anguage groups. A question mark
means that either the speakers were not sure of their judgenent
or that | could not verify the relationship of the dialects or
| anguages. Two question-marks signify that it took the speakers
several days to get used to the |language in order to be able to
understand it. The results of the | exicostatistic calculations
of 1978 have al so been taken into account.

- Heeschen 1998: 18.

[Y = Yale

Ni = N bsan [sic]
Ko = Konae

Na = Nal ca

E = Ei po-nek
T = Tanine

B = Bine

Ka = Kanmune
O = Orban

O = Ckbap
Kp = Kor apun
S = Sela

U = Una

Ki = Ki none]

Y N Ko Na E T B Ka O O Kp S U Ki
Y + o+ - - - - - - - - ? - -
Ni + + - - - - - - - - ? - -
Ko + + + 0?2 - - - - - - 2?2 - -
Na - - + - - - - - - - ??? - -
E - - ?? - + ???? - - - -+ o+
T - - - - + + + 4+ ?? - - 4+ +
B - - - - 2?27 4 +  + + - + +
Ka - - - - ?? + 4+ + 4+ - -+ 4+
o - - - - - 4+ + + + - - 2 7
> - - - - - 27?2+ 4+ 4] - -+ -
Kp - - - ?? - - - - - - + - -



In the table above three clearly defined | anguage areas can
be made out wi thout nuch difficulty.

1. The entire East including the Southeast with Kinome; in
this area only the relationship between the Ckbab [sic] | anguage
and the ware | anguage is uncertain. According to the criterion
of mutual understanding they are different |anguages, according
to the criterion of shared basic vocabulary (85% they are nerely
dialects. This problemw || be treated further below [i.e.,

Ki nome, Kamune, Orban, ?Ckbap]

2. The Northwest from Konae up to the Yalenang. i.e.,
Konae, N psan]

3. The Sout hwest with Sela and Korapun. [i.e., Sela,
Kor apun]

- Heeschen 1998: 19.

Even today the outer borders of the Mek | anguages can only
be marked correctly in parts. The eastern border is probably
formed by the ranges between Kl oof and Sobger, between Ckbab and
Ok Bi and the Juliana nountains. The western borders are the
| ower Yaholi, the ranges between Kosarek and Yaholi respectively
bet ween (bahak and the upper Yaholi. ... In the North and South
the borders are lost in the far | ess densely popul ated flat | and.

- Heeschen 1998: 21.

The Ei po speakers claimto be unable to understand the nore
adj acent Nal ca | anguage, but to have no difficulty understandi ng
t he Konae | anguage spoken further to the west. In ny opinion the
reason is that intonation and accentuation in Nalca are quite
different. On the whole, it is not the amount of shared
vocabul ary whi ch deci des whether a | anguage or dialect is
understood or not, but rather suprasegnental charactersitics,
different particles connecting clauses and inflexional norphenes
of verbs which are pronounced differently, but are etynologically
related. This is the case especially for the relation of Eipo
and Binme as well as of Ei po and Nal ca, because, according to the
| ogic of |exicostatistics, Bine-Eipo-Nalca would have to form one
| anguage area. On the other hand, the sanme factors that prevent
under st andi ng here do not set up a barrier between Ei po, Tanine,
and Larye. ...

- Heeschen 1998: 19.

: Ei po, Larye (Una), and Taninme form one | anguage area
according to the criterion of nutual understanding as well as
that of the percentage of shared cognates. But what is stil
nmore inportant is the fact that the inhabitants of the three
val | eys communi cate with each other. There are many tradi ng-



partnerships and nmarriage relationships. In all of the three
val l eys the three "dial ects" are spoken. Many of the children in
Ei ponek have nothers from Taninme or Larye, learn their nother's
di al ect and also learn the Ei po | anguage in the comunication
with their fathers and Ei po-speaki ng age-mates. The rhyt hm of
acquisition of the first dialect fromone generation to the next
shoul d follow that of marriage rel ationships; however, this has
never been docunent ed.

- Heeschen 1998: 20.

Wth sonme caution a fourth | anguage area can be singled out
in addition to the three already nentioned, nanmely that of the
Ei po | anguage. Here one nust always bear in mnd, firstly, that
the demarcation to the west (Nalca) and to the east (Bine) holds
good under the assunption of a m ssing network of conmmunicati on,
of different suprasegenental characteristics, and of different
connectives and infl exional norphenes of verbs, but |ess on
account of the criterion of shared cognates, and, secondly, that
in the | anguage area of Ei po-Una-Taninme we indeed find a high
percent age of shared cognates and a network of conmunication, but
that especially this centre of the Mek | anguage area reveal s
phonol ogi cal and granmatical differences nmaking the assunption of
| anguage boundaries nore likely than that of a dial ect area.
[i.e., Nalca, Eiponek, Una, Tanine, Bine; + ??D duemma]

In the western as well as in the eastern Mek area there are
relatively | arge and honogeneous di al ect areas, the centre of
diversity, however, is situated in the nore closely limted area
bet ween Larye, Ei ponek, Taninme, and perhaps al so Nal ca.

According to the rules of dialect geography the west and the
entire east nust be supposed to have been the scene of relatively
recent mgrations, proceeding fromthe centre as their starting-
poi nt ..

- Heeschen 1998: 20.

According to Schi efenhtvel (1988:73) the total popul ation of
six hamets in the upper Eiponek valley (Minggona, Kwarel al a,
Di ngerkon, Imarin, Minyerunde and Kabcedama) was approxi mately
440 (i n August 1975). In D ngerkon, where | |lived and worked, |
counted 52 inhabitants, excluding babies and infants in April
1975 (Schi ef enhdvel : 60). The ham ets of Mknerkon with about 50
and of Talimw th about 120 inhabitants nust be added, so that
there is a total nunber of about 600. O these at best two
thirds spoke the Eipo dialect, the others either spoke the Larye
di al ect (una) or that of Tanime / (ware). ... After very careful
cal cul ation, instead of 400 Ei po speakers (two thirds of the
popul ation), only 300 (half of the popul ation, when proceedi ng
fromthe situation in Dingerkon) remain. |f, however, the Eipo
speaki ng wonen in Larye or Tanine, their children, and the
i nhabitants of the tiny hamets in the | ower Ei ponek vall ey,
Simsi mve and Kererimma are included, one again reaches the figure
of approxi mately 400.



- Heeschen 1998: 22-23.

( El POVEK)

Ei ponek

POP: +/- 3,000

LOC. Eastern Highlands area, east of Naltya
- Silzer & Hei kkinen 1984: 50.

3, 000
LOC. Eastern Highlands area. east of Nal ca
- Silzer & O ouse 1991:48.

Ei porek. Before 1974 the latter was known only as X-vall ey,
a nane given to it by pilots of the MAF, the "m ssionary Aviation
Fel | owshi p". ..

- Sinon 1986: 442.

*

I dentification. The Ei po and their neighbors live in the
Daerah Jayaw jaya of the Indonesian Provice of Irian Jaya. The
Ei po usually refer to thensel ves as "Ei podunmanang, " whi ch neans
"the ones living on the banks of the Eipo R ver," but the term
"Ei po" is sonetines exteneded to include the inhabitants of
adj acent valleys. The term"Mk" (nmeaning water, or river) has
been introduced by |inguists and ant hropol ogists to designate the
fairly uniformlanguages and cultural traditions in this area.

Location. The Eipo inhabit approximtely 150 square
kil onmeters of land in the southernnost (upper) section of the
Ei ponek Vall ey, at approxi mately 4°25'-4°27' S, 140°00' - 140°05' E.
o

Déhbgraphy. The Ei po nunbered cl ose to 800 people in 1980

Linguistic Affiliation. Eipo, of which there are three
di al ects, is a nenber of the Mek Fam |y of Non- Austronesi an
| anguages, clearly separate fromthe Ck | anguages to the east,
the Yali and Dani | anguages to the west, and | anguages spoken to
the north and south. Local people traditionally understand --
and, to a | esser extent, speak -- one or two dialects or
| anguages other than their own. Children usually learn their
speech fromtheir nothers (who, due to rules of exogany, often
cone fromdifferent valleys) and often do not adopt the dialect
spoken by the majority in a particular village.

- Schi ef enhével 1991: 55- 56.

*

Ei ponek: 3,000 speakers reported in 1987, in the eastern
hi ghl ands area, Irian Jaya. Also called Ei po or T-Valley.
- Conrie 1992z:414.



*

Eastern hi ghl ands area, Eipo River, east of Nal ca.
- Ginmes 1992:572.

El POVEK (EI PO, T-VALLEY) ... 3,000 (1987 SIL). Eastern
hi ghl ands area, Eipo River, east of Nalca. ... 80%/ exical
simlarity wth Una.

- Ginmes 1996.

El POVEK (EI PO, T-VALLEY) ... 3,000 (1987 SIL). Eastern

hi ghl ands area, Eipo River, east of Nalca. Linguistic
affiliation: Trans-New Cui nea, Mek, Eastern. 80% | exi cal
simlarity wth Una.

- Ginmes 2000.



El PO Mek (Heeschen 1978)

El PO = ElI POVEK Heeschen 1992; Conrie 1992zz;

El PO 400 Mek (Heeschen 1998)

El PO- MEK 3, 000 Mek (Wirm & Hattori 1981
Wirm 1982, 1994)

El POVEK 3, 000 Mek (Goliath) (Silzer &
1996, 2000)

El PO MEK 800 Mek (Schi ef enhdvel 1991)

El POVEK 3,000 (1987) Mek (Conrie 1992z)

T- VALLEY = ElI POVEK Conrie 1992zz: Gines 1992, 1996,

X- VALLEY = ElI PO MEK Si non 1986

ElI PO -- d of EIPO Heeschen 1978

El PO -- d of ElI PO MEK Wirm & Hattori 1981, Wirm 1982,

ElI PO -- d of "ElI PO Heeschen 1998

Barei kj e --- ElI POVEK Ei bl - Ei besfel dt 1976

Betal -- EI POVEK Ei bl - Ei besfel dt 1976

D nger kon -- ElI POVEK Ei bl - Ei besfel dt 1976

D ngerkon -- EI PO Heeschen 1998

Dubogon -- EI POVEK Ei bl - Ei besfel dt 1976

Ei ponek -- EI POVEK Ei bl - Ei besfel dt 1976, Louwerse

FA (FA-MEK) -- d of EIPO-MEK Wirm & Hattori 1981

FA -- d of EI PO MEK Wir m 1982

FA- MEK = FA d of EI PO- MEK Wir m 1982

Firwa -- EI POVEK Ei bl - Ei besfel dt 1976

lmarin -- ElI PO Heeschen 1998

| nde -- EI POVEK Ei bl - Ei besfel dt 1976

Kabcedama -- ElI PO Heeschen 1998

Gererima -- ElI POVEK Ei bl - Ei besfel dt 1976

Kererima -- ElI PO Heeschen 1998

KERI RI MNA -- d of ElI PO MEK Wirm & Hattori 1981, Wirm 1982

Kwarel ala -- ElI PO Heeschen 1998

LARYE -- d of "ElI PO Heeschen 1998

Mai ral a -- ElI POVEK Ei bl - Ei besfel dt 1976



Mal i ngdan -- ElI POVEK
Mari kla -- ElI POVEK

Mokner kon -- ElI POVEK
Mokner kon -- EI PO

Munmyer unde -- EI PO
Munggona -- ElI PO

Ei bl - Ei besf el dt
Ei bl - Ei besf el dt

Ei bl - Ei besf el dt
Heeschen 1998

Heeschen 1998
Heeschen 1998

Munggona- Kwar el al a -- EI POVEK Ei bl - Ei besf el dt

NALCA -- "ElI PO'

Si msi mve -- ElI PO
Si sime -- El POVEK

Talim-- ElI POVEK

TANI ME -- d of EIPO
TANI ME -- d of EI POVEK
TANI ME -- d of "ElI PO

UNA -- d of EI POVEK

UNA = LARYE d of "EI PO

Heeschen 1998

Heeschen 1998
Ei bl - Ei besf el dt

Ei bl - Ei besf el dt

Heeschen 1978
Heeschen 1992
Heeschen 1998

Heeschen 1992
Heeschen 1998

*x * * % %

1976
1976
1976

1976

1976
1976



