KOVBAI

( KOVBAI )

Konmbai  ( Komboy)

POP: 10, 000?

LOC. South coast area east of Senggo around ZGK m ssion
station of Boma

VI LLAGE(S) :

Uni

Fifiro

Wanggenal o

Khar uwakhe

- Silzer & Heikkinen 1984: 72.

Konbai (Konmbay) is a nmenber of the Awyu-Dunut | anguage
famly. ... Avout 10.000 persons speak Konbai. The |ocation of
the I anguage is in the governnent subdistrict of Kouh in the
district of Merauke of South Irian Jaya ..

... The Konmbai north of Vanggemal o still live the
traditional life in tree-houses and have had no contact or very
little contact wth the outside world,

- de Vries 1987: 105.

... Konbai is surrounded by other Awu | anguages, viz. Awu,
Jair, Mandobo, Wanbon and Tsakwanbo. To the west, Konbai has a
non- Awyu | anguage as its nei ghbour, Ctak, a |anguage of the
Asmat fam|ly.

- de Vries 1989: 3.

Konbai speakers nunber approxi mately 4000 ..
- de Vries 1989: 3.

... Konbai has three main dialects, Central-Konbai, ... Wanggom
and Tayan. Both | anguages [Wanbon and Konbai] have an incredible
dialectic variation. Between the Awu famly | anguages, there
are transition areas in which transitional dialects are spoken.
Nati ve speakers sinply nanme these transitional dialects by
conbi ni ng the | anguage- nanes; thus Wanbon- Mandobo denotes the
transitional dialect between Wanbon and Mandobo.

- de Vries 1989: 4.

... Kombai is the Indonesiani zed version of a Konbai word khoba
whi ch neans 'people'. ...
- de Vries 1989: 4.

[ Map 2]
Kouh -- KQVBAI
- de Vries & de Vries-Wersma 1992.



[ Map]
Kouh -- KQOVBAI
Wanggenmal o -- KOVBAI

- de Vries 1993: x.

Konmbai is a Papuan | anguage spoken in southern Irian Jaya,
| ndonesia ... It is a nenber of the Awyu- Ndumut | anguage famly
(Voor hoeve 1975:27, Silzer & Heikkinen 1984) which in turnis a
menber of the Trans New Gui nea Phylum. ..

Konmbai is surrounded by other Awyu | anuages, nanely, Awyu,
Jair, Mandobo, Korowai, Wanbon and Tsakwanbo, except in the west
where it abuts against Ctak, a | anguage of the Asmat famly.

... Konbai speakers nunber about 4, 000.

- de Vries 1993: 1.

Konmbai has three main dialects, Central - Konbai, described in
t his book, Wanggom and Tayan ... Between the Awu famly
| anguages, there are transition areas in which transitional
di al ects are spoken. Native speakers sinply nane these
transitional dialects by conbining the | anguage nanes; thus
Wanbon- Mandobo denotes the transitional dialect between Wanbon
and Mandobo. ... On the borders between | anguages, one al ways
finds clans with marriage relations in both "tribes', speaking
transitional dialects. Wen asked what the nanme of their "tribe
was, native speakers gave either the nane of their clan or a
general nane neaning 'people'. Konbai is the |Indonesianised
version of a Konbai word khoba whi ch neans ' peopl e'.

- de Vries 1993: 1.

The Konbai | anguage area (De Vries 1987, 1993) is surrounded
by ot her Awyu | anguages, nanely Awu, Yair, Mandobo (= Kaeti),
Wanbon, Tsakwanbo, and Korowai, except in the west, where it
adjoins the area where Citak, a | anguage of the Asmat famly, is
spoken. ... an airstrip in Wanggenmalo, in the centre of the
Konmbai area. The speakers of Konbai total about 4, 000.

- de Vries 1994: 543.

[map]
Manggel
Yafuria (?)
Yani ruma
- de Vries 1997:[xiii].

Yaniruma, a village with a m xed Konbai and Kor owai
popul ati on, was opened in 1980 by the first mssionary in this
area ...

- van Enk & deVries 1997:v.
*

The boundari es of the Konbai people are the D gul and Kasuar



River in the east, the Ndeiram Kabur on the north and west. They
I'ive along the Kouh, Manggono, Ndeiram H tam and Mirup/ Kasuari
Ri vers.

- Venena 1989: 39.

( Komboy)

4,000

LOC. South coast area east of Senggo around Boma

DI ALECTS: Central Kombai, Tayan, Wanggom (previously |isted
as a separate | anguage)

- Silzer & Couse 1991: 58.

Konbai : 10, 000 speakers reported in 1987 in the south coast
area around Bona, Irian Jaya. Also called Konboy.
- Conrie 1992e: 237.

*

Konbai : possibly 1,000 speakers reported in 1987, in the south
coast area around Boma, Irian Jaya. Perhaps in Awu famly of
Central and South New Gui nea stock. Also called Konboy.

- Fol ey 1992:91.

*

Sout h coast area east of Senggo around Boma. ... Cosely
related to Wanggom Wanbon, Kaeti .
- Gines 1992: 575.

KOVBAI (KOVBOY) ... 5,000 including 4,000 Konmbai (1991 SIL),
1, 000 Wwanggom (1978 SIL). South coast area east of Senggo around
Boma. ... Dialects: WANGEOM (WANGGO, WANGOM), CENTRAL KOVBAI ,
TAYAN. Closely related to Wanbon, Kaeti .

- Ginmes 1996.

KOVBAI (KOVBOY) ... 5,000 including 4,000 Konmbai (1991 SIL),

1, 000 vanggom (1978 SIL). South coast area east of Senggo around
Boma. Linguistic affiliation: Trans-New Gui nea, Main Section,
Central and Western, Central and South New CGui nea- Kut ubuan,
Central and South New Gui nea, Awyu-Dunut, Dunut. Dial ects:
WANGGOM ( WANGGO, WANGOM), CENTRAL KOVBAI, TAYAN. Closely rel ated
to Wanbon, Mandobo.

- Ginmes 2000.

KOVBAI
Borma
Jemu
Tayan
- Konrad 1996: 18-19 (map)



The Awyu-Dunut fam |y of |anguages is a group of closely
rel ated | anguages extending over a large part of the | ow ands of
sout h-east Irian Jaya ... There are seven known nenber | anguages:
Syi axal/ Yeni nu, Axu, Pisa, Kaeti, Yonggom Wanbon, D gul - Wanbon,
and Konbai . ...

- Voor hoeve 2000: 361.

( VANGGEOM) o _

De Wangom of Tanah- Merah-ani min het boven- Mandobo- gebi ed;
deze zijn vol gens hun ei gen nededeel i ng oorspronkelijk bewoners
geweest van Tanah- Merah en onstreken en zouden door de Mappi-anim
verdreven zijn; de Wandomrani min het Kaugebi ed ook wel KOMD (is
kau)-anim zoals ze zelf beweeren; de Kapom of Moejoe-anim in
het Mbej oegebi ed; de Katau- of Konijomanimen de Mdrop-animten
Noor den der Kapomanim de Potimanim bekend al s onbetrouwbaar,
in het bergland; de Jonggom of Kukal b-ani mtusschen de Mejoe en
de Alice river ..

- van Doorn 1930 Ts: 7.

*

Bewoners | i nker Di goel oever tot Engel sche grens.

Deze zijn onder te verdeelen in:

De Wangom of Tanah- Merah-ani min het boven- Mandobo- gebi ed;
deze zijn vol gens hun ei gen nededeel i ng oorspronkelijk bewoners
geweest van Tanah- Merah en onstreken en zouden door de Mappi-ani m
verdreven zijn;

;'Tidenan 1930 Ts: 5.

[ Boven- Di goel ]

Het | and tusschen Di goel en Mandobo wordt door de WAnggon-
stam dat tusschen Kaoh en Mbej oe door de Kam ndi b, dat tusschen
Moej oe et Flyrivier door de Kakai bstam bewoond.

- Schollen 1934 Ts: 93.

*

De Mandobo-taal (talen) is nog niet onderzocht. FEr zijn
verschillende talen die waarschijnlijk onderling verwant zijn:
De Wanggomtaal. In het gebied ten NNWvan de waterschei di ng
Ar i nop;

- Stefels 1955 Ts: 18.

*

(cf. Kaeti) Andere noordelijke buren zijn de WA gomi's, die
ter hoogte van de Koreom wonen aan de Di gul -zijde van de Eri nop,
wel ke de waterscheiding is tussen Digul en Ndurmut. Onze zegsl ui



beweren dat ze hun dialect mn of meer verstaan, nmmar het niet
tot Areg- Gaei rekenen.
- Drabbe 1959: 4-5.

*

Wanggom i s spoken to the west of Erinop and north of the
Kaeti area.
- Heal ey 1970: 998.

*

WaA_gomis spoken by possibly 1,000 people |iving between the
Digul River and M Koreom ...
- Voor hoeve 1975b: 380.

+ 1000 [ speakers]

Dial ects: ?

Vil l ages: Komani k, Tugunop, Beteyop, Nenop, Mtop, Gotopin,
Ndai nop, Wagari op, Wayop, Mai nak.

Comments: The last five villages are near the border with
Kaeti and Wanbon and their affiliation is uncertain: Gotopin
coul d be Wanbon, the others Kaeti.

- Voor hoeve 1975f: 27.

*

Wanggom (\WAanggo; Wangom)
POP. +/- 200

LOC. South border area on Digul River, north of Kaeti
| anguage

VI LLAGE(S) :
Komani k
Tugunop

Bet eyop
Nenop

M top

Got opi n
Ndai nop
Wagari op
VWayop

Mai nak

- Silzer & Hei kkinen 1984: 80.

Wanggom 1, 000 speakers reported in 1978, in the south
border area of the Digul R ver, Irian Jaya. Also called Wango or
Wangom

- Conrie 1992e: 238.

*

Sout h border area on Digul River, west of Kaeti |anguage.



- Ginmes 1992: 584.

[ Map 2]
Firiwage -- WANGGOM
Kawagit -- WANGGOM
- de Vries & de Vries-Wersma 1992.

[ Map]
Kawagi t -- WANGGOM
- de Vries 1993: x.

[ map]
Kawagi t
- de Vries 1997:[xiii].

* Healey included a third | anguage, Wanggom in this group
on the basis of a reference to it in Drabbe (1959:5). Recent
research by de Vries has identified Wanggom as a di al ect of
Konmbai (de Vries 1989:4). |In addition Healey used two word |ists
taken in Knemvillage, a Kaeti speaking enclave across the border
w th Papua New Guinea. One of these was collected by the present
aut hor.

- Voor hoeve 2000: 362, n. 4.

* * %



KOVBAI
KOVBAI
KOVBAI
KOVBAI
KOVBAI (1 ndonesi an version
of KHOBA = 'people')
KOVBAI
KOVBAI
KOVBAI
KOVBAI
KOVBAI

KOVBAI
KOVBAY
KOVBOY

KOVBAI
KOVBAI

WANDOW ANI M

WANGGO = DUMJT

WANGGEO = WANGGOM

WANGGO = WANGGOM d of KOVBAI
WANGO = WANGGOM

WANGGOM = DUMUT

WANGGOM

WANGGOM

WANGGOM
WANGGOM
WANGGEOM - -
WANGGOM
WANGOM
WANGOM = WANGGOM

WANGOM = WANGGOM d of KOVBAI
WANGGON

d of KOVBAI

TANAH- MERAH- ANl M = WANGOM

Banot -- WANGGON
Be'a -- KOVBAI

Bea -- KOVBAI

Bet eyop -- WANGGEOM
Boma -- KOVBAI
Fifiro -- KOVBAI

Firiwage -- WANGGOM

Awu Fam |y (Gaj dusek et al
Benf ante 1980

1978)

10, 000?  Awyu-Dumut (Sil zer &
4,000 Awyu- Durmut (de Vries
4,000 Awyu- Durmut (de Vries
Venema 1989

10,000 (1987) Conrie 1992e

1, 000 (1987) Fol ey 1992

10, 000 Awu- Dumut (Gi nes 1992)

5, 000 Awu- Dumut (Gines 1996,
2000)

Awyu- Dunut Voor hoeve 2000

de Vries 1987

Silzer & Hei kkinen 1984; Silzer &
van Doorn 1930 Ts, Tideman 1930 Ts
Galis 1955-56

Silzer & Hei kki nen 1984, Grimes
Gimes 1996, 2000

Conrie 1992e

Galis 1955-56

Stefels 1995 Ts, Drabbe 1959,

1, 000 Awyu- Durmut  ( Voor hoeve
Ginmes 1992)

200 Awu-Durmut (Sil zer &

1, 000 Awu (Fol ey 1986)

de Vries 1989, 1993; Silzer &
1,000 (1978) Conrie 1992e

van Doorn 1930 Ts, Tideman 1930 Ts
Silzer & Hei kki nen 1984, Conrie
Gines 1996, 2000

Schol |l en 1934 Ts

van Doorn 1930 Ts, Tidenan 1930 Ts

Boel aars 1970

Gaj dusek et al 1978

Benf ante 1980

Voor hoeve 1975, Silzer & Hei kki nen
1984

Ginmes 1992, Konrad 1996 (cf S&C)
Silzer & Hei kki nen 1984
de Vries & de Vries-Wersm 1992,



Gotopin -- WANGEOM ? WAMBON Voor hoeve 1975

Got opi n -- WANGGOM
Yafuria -- ? KOVBAI
Yani ruma -- KOVBAI

Yani ruma -- KOVBAI / KOROMAI

Jemu -- KOVBAI

Kawagit -- KOVBAI
Kawagit -- WANGGOM

Khar uwakhe -- KOVBAI
Komani k -- WANGGOM

Kouh -- KOVBAI

MAI NAK -- WANGGOM  ? KAETI

Mai nak -- WANGGOM
Manggéi -- KOVBAI
Mtop -- WANGGON
Mtop -- WANGGOM
Ndai nop -- WANGGOM
Nenop -- WANGGOM

Sunur ua -- KOVBAI
TAYAN -- d of KOVBAI
Tayan -- KOVBAI
Tugunop -- WANGGOM

Uni -- KOVBAI

Vanggenmal o -- KOVBAI
Wanggenmal o -- KOVBAI

Silzer & Hei kki nen 1984
de Vries 1997

de Vries 1997
van Enk & deVries 1997

Konrad 1996 (cf S&C)

Silzer & Clouse 1991
de Vries & de Vries-Wersm 1992;

Silzer & Hei kki nen 1984

Voor hoeve 1975, Silzer & Hei kki nen
1984

de Vries & de Vries-Wersm 1992,
Voor hoeve 1975

Silzer & Hei kki nen 1984

de Vries 1997

Boel aars 1970

Voor hoeve 1975, Silzer & Hei kki nen
1984

Silzer & Hei kki nen 1984

Voor hoeve 1975, Silzer & Hei kki nen
1984

Gaj dusek et al 1978
de Vries 1989, 1993; Silzer &
Konrad 1996 (cf S&C)

Voor hoeve 1975, Silzer & Hei kki nen
1984

Gaj dusek et al 1978, Benfante 1980,
Silzer & Hei kkinen 1984, Silzer &
Cl ouse 1991

de Vries 1987
Silzer & Hei kki nen 1984, Sil zer &



Wagariop -- WANGGOM ? KAETI Voor hoeve 1975

Wagariop -- WANGGOM Silzer & Heikkinen 1984
VWayop -- WANGGOM 7?7 KAETI Voor hoeve 1975
VWayop -- WANGGOM Silzer & Heikkinen 1984

* * * % %



