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      SKOU 
 
 De kuststreek, welke zich uitstrekt van af de Humboldtbaai 
om de Oost tot aan de monding der Tami-rivier wordt Skòh geheeten 
/ en is onderverdeeld in 4 kampongs, waarvan de derde en vierde 
als het ware één huizengroep vormen.  De namen dezer 
nederzettingen van West naar Oost gaande zijn Jamboë, Mabo, Thae 
en Vroebowé. 
 - Koning 1903:273-274. 
      * 
 
[January, 1910: from Eitape to Hollandia] 
 Was die an der Grenze sitzende Bevölkerung betrifft, so 
gehören die drei Skoo- oder Seka-Dörfer sprachlich noch zu der 
Familie, die in Deutsch-Neuguinea über Wutung, Yako, Waremo und 
Wanimo bis nach Laitere geht.  Sie spricht eine Papua-Sprache.  
...  
 - Friederici 1910a:332. 
      * 
 
[Map] cf S&C   
Jamwoë -- SKO 
M_wu -- SKO 
Saë -- SKO  
 - Schultze-Jena 1914. 
      * 
 
[Hollandia district] 
... In het uiterste ossten liggen Sko Sai, Sko Mabo en Sko Jambe, 
die op de vaste wal zijn gebouwd.  Nar het westen de kust 
volgende, vindt men langs de Humboldtbaai de dorpen Enggros, 
Nafri, Tobati, Kajoe Poelau en Kajoe Batoe.  Van de kampongs 
lands de Humboldtbaai en Tanahmerahbaai, zijn de voornaamste de 
langs de kust gelegen kampongs Ormoe, Dormena en Jafase, die alle 
op de vaste wal gebouwd zijn. ... 
 - Kramps 1936(1955):56. 
      * 
 
[Map] cf S & C 
Skojambe 
Skomabo 
Skosai 
 - Hoogland 1939:67. 
 
... Sko, omvattende de kampongs Sko Sai, Sko Mabo en Sko Jambe. 
... De taal is die van de vroegere bewoners van Sko Mabo (Tamau). 
... 
 - Hoogland 1940(1955):62. 
 
 De landstreek tussen kaap Bonplan (Tandjong Djohar) en de 
Tami-monding wordt door de bewoners van Tobadi aangeduid met de 
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naam Sko. ... 
 De drie daar gelegen kampongs werden door de Tobatiërs Sko 
Sai, Sko Mabo en Sko Jambe genoemd en met deze naam komen ze 
thans in onze registers en op de kaart voor. 
 De bevolking zelf, die een taal spreekt, welke zeer 
verschilt van die der Tobatiërs, noemt de dorpen Tabobe [sic], 
Tamau en Tetampe. 
 - Hoogland 1940(1955):73. 
 
 Het meest oostelijke van de drie Sko-dorpen is Sko Sai.  
Gelegen aan demonding van de rivier Fapobe, strekt het 
grondgebied van dit dorp zich uit vanaf de monding van de Tami 
tot enkele kilometers westelijk van de Fapobe, waar het grenst 
aan het gebied van Sko Mabo. 
 De bevolking self spreekt niet van Sko Sai, doch Tapobe (de 
rivier is Fapobe). 
 Vroeger lag in het gebied van Sko Sai een grote 
nederzetting, aangeduid als Tehoepa. ... 
 - Hoogland 1940(1955):74. 
 
 De middelste van de Sko-dorpen is Sko Mabe [sic].  Deze 
nederzetting wordt door de eigen bevolking Tamau genaamd. 
 - Hoogland 1940(1955):76. 
      * 
 
 Sko-Jambo, Sko-Mabo, Sko-Sai (+ 350 zielen). 
 - Galis 1955-56:174. 
      * 
 
... the Vanimo coastal area.  It covers the coastal villages from 
Leitere to the Netherlands New Guinea border, and the Sko 
language in Netherlands territory belongs to the same / language 
group.  Vanimo and Wutung, the two varieties of speech found in 
the area, can be regarded with Sko as dialects of a single 
language.  The three vary considerably in vocabulary, but 
structurally they are one. 
 - Capell 1962:37-38. 
      * 
 
 Östlich der Humboldt-Bai, zwischen Kap Bonpland und der 
Mündung des Tami, leben die Sko [Auch Seko oder Sekou] in den 
drei Dörfern Jamwoe, Mawu und Sae {Auch Dyambue oder Jambe, 
Maboe, Sai].  WURM nennt ein Dorf Sekou und erwähnt dafür Jamwoe 
nicht, doch wurde diese Darstellung durch die vorliegenden Karten 
und die älteren Autoren nicht gestützt.  Bevölkerungszahlen sind 
in keiner der benutzten Quellen angegeben.  Die Sko-Sprache ist 
eine nichtaustronesische Sprache, die zusammen mit den noch zu 
erwähnenden Wutong, Yako, Waromo, Vanimo und Leitere eine 
gemeinsame Gruppe bildet. [Friederici 1910:332, 1912:154, 
1913:36; Thomas 1941:163] 
 SALZNER [1960:42] bezeichnet diese als Vanimo-Leitere-Gruppe 
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und FRIEDERICI [1913:128] betont, daß in dieser Sprache so gut 
wie keine austronesischen Anklänge vorhanden seien. 
 - Tiesler 1969-70:122. 
      * 
 
 Sko is spoken in three small villages on the seashore about 
12 miles east of Djajapura.  The Sko informant referred to his 
people as the Tumawo people and to his language as the Tumawo 
language.  However the current name Sko will be retained here. 
... 
 Sko is related to the languages of Wutung and Vanimo in 
Australian New Guinea. ... 
 - Voorhoeve 1971:53. 
      * 
 
 (Tumawo) 
 350 [speakers] 
 Villages: Sko-Jambo, Sko-Mabo, Sko-Sai  [West Irian]. 
 - Laycock 1973a:18. 
 
 350+ speakers [as of January 1970] 
 - Laycock 1975d:851. 
      * 
 
[Map] 
Skomabo -- SKO     
 - Wurm & Hattori 1981 
      * 
 
 Sko  (Seka; Seko; Sekol; Sekou; Tumawo)  
 POP:  +/- 350 
 LOC:  North coast Border area east of Jayapura at mouth of 
 Tami River 
  ... 
 Sko-Yambo 
 Sko-Mabo 
 Sko-Sai 
 - Silzer & Heikkinen 1984:43. 
 
 (Sek; Seko; Sekol; Sekou; Tumawo) 
 350 
 LOC: North coast Border area east of Jayapura at mouth of 
Tami River 
 - Silzer & Clouse 1991:77. 
      * 
 
 Sko: 350 speakers reported in 1978, east of Jayapura, Irian 
Jaya, Indonesia, in the border area.  Also called Tumawo, Seko, 
Sekol, Sekou, or Seka. 
 - Comrie 1992mm:452. 
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      * 
 
 North coast border area east of Jayapura, at the mouth of 
the Tami River, villages of Sko-Yambe, Sko-Mabo, Sko-Sai. .. 
 - Grimes 1992:582. 
 SKO (TUMAWO, SEKO, SEKOL, SEKOU, SEKA) ... 350 (1978 SIL). 
North coast border area east of Jayapura, at the mouth of the 
Tami River, villages of Sko-Yambe, Sko-Mabo, Sko-Sai. ... 
 - Grimes 1996. 
 SKOU (SKO, SKOUW, SKOW, SEKOU, TUMAWO, TE MAWO) ... 700 
(1999 M. Donohue). North coast border area east of Jayapura, at 
the mouth of the Tami River, villages of Sko-Yambe, Sko-Mabu, 
Sko-Sai. Linguistic affiliation: Sko, Vanimo. Related to Vanimo, 
Wutung, Yako. ... Some older Wutung people use Sko as their 
second or third language. ...  
 - Grimes 2000. 
      * 
 
 Skou is the westernmost language of the Sko family, and is 
spoken in three villages located just west of the Papua New 
Guinea border along the northern coast of New Guinea. ... 
 - Donohue 2001:341. 
 
... Skou, ... known linguistically as Sko, Skou, S∂kou, and 
Tumawo, ... Skou is related to other languages in the small Skou 
family of which it is the westernmost member, stretching across 
the north coast of New Guinea, past Vanimo to Leitre.  The 
language is spoken with minimal dialectal variation by the 
inhabitants of three villages, Skou Yambe, / Skou Mabo and Skou 
Sai, in the centre of the north coast of New Guinea (in Papua, 
formerly Irian Jaya ...) ...  To the west the Skou lands are 
naturally enclosed by the cape that is known locally as Tangwáto 
pípong, in Indonesian as Tanjung Juar.  To the east the Tami 
river forms another natural division between the Skou and their 
eastern neighbours who now all live in Wutung.  This same river 
formed the border to the south, but to the south-west the 
ownership of land was a source of ongoing dispute between the 
Skou and the Elseng people, until the 1980s when the Indonesian 
government turned the flatlands there into a transmigration zone, 
... 
 There are approximately 700 members of the ethnic group that 
speaks the language, almost exclusively in these three villages. 
... the name Skou is judged to be an acceptable designator for 
their ethnic group, and has come to be recognised as the 
'official' (= governmental) way to refer to their language, and 
the normal way to refer to the language when talking to 
outsiders.  The name S∂kou is the name traditionally used in 
Tobati and Enggros, the western neighbours of Skouy, to refer to 
the language. ... 
 - Donohue 2002 Ts:[1]-[2]. 
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      *  
 
 (SEKÁ) 
[Map] (cf S&C) 
Fruboe 
Jambue 
Mabo 
Thaë 
 - Wichmann 1917:213. 
      * 
 
 (SEKO) 
[passim in text] 
S_ko:      
 Thaë 
 Mábu 
 Dyámbuë, Dyámpe 
 - Friederici 1910a. 
 
Skoo 
 - Friederici 1910b. 
      * 
 
 De Seko-dorpen Saé, Mabo en Jamboé liggen aan de kust 
benoorden de Tami en zijn goed bevolkt. ... 
 - Anon. (Afdeling Noord Nieuw-Guinea) 1915:[2]. 
      * 
 
VALMAN GROUP. 
... 
 Seko. -- Village west of Tami River, east side of Humboldt 
Bay. 
 - Ray 1919:322-323. 
      * 
 
... There are three villages at Seko: Seko-jambi, Seko-mambu, and 
Seko-saii. ... 
 - Cheesman 1941:176. 
      * 
 
... Further along the coast to the west, within less than a mile 
of the border of Netherlands New Guinea, is Wutong, also known as 
Oinake.  The three Seko villages in Hollandia are also of the 
same language, and apparently, generally of the same custom.  
Wutong and Seko people are linked by marriage. 
 - Thomas 1941:165. 
      * 
 
 (TUMAWO) 
 + 350 [speakers] 
 Dialects:  ? 
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 Villages: Sko-Yambo, Sko-Mabo, Sko-Sai. 
 Comments: Although the name Sko has been used in most of the 
earlier literature, the name Tumawo is used here because it is 
the name by which the Sko people refer to their own language. 
 - Voorhoeve 1975f:51. 
                              * * * 
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SKOU      700  Vanimo (Grimes 2000) 
SKOU      Sko (Donohue 2001) 
SKOU      Vanimo (Donohue 2002) 
SKOU      700  Vanimo (Donohue 2002 Ts) 
SKO (TOBADI name)   Hoogland 1940(1955) 
SKO      350       Galis 1955-56, Wurm 1971, 
        Laycock 1973 
SKO      Galis 1960, Capell 1962 (Cowan,    
SKO      Tiesler 1969-70 
SKO                           350       Vanimo (Wurm & Hattori      
SKO      350  Sko (Foley 1986) 
SKO      350 (1978)  Sko (Comrie 1992mm) 
SKO                 Smits & Voorhoeve 1994 
SKO = VANIMO = WUTUNG  Capell 1962 
SKO = TUMAWO (own name)  Voorhoeve 1975 
SKO = SKOU    Grimes 2000; Donohue 2002, 2002 Ts 
SKÒH      Koning 1903 
SKOO      Frederici 1910a, 1910b 
SKO-VANIMO    Capell 1969 
 
SEKÁ      Wichmann 1917 
SEKA = SKO    Voorhoeve 1975 (Moolenburgh 1904); 
      Silzer & Heikkinen 1984; Silzer &    
SEKA = SKOO    Friederici 1910a 
SEKO      Friederici 1910a, Valman Group (Ray 
      1919), Cheesman 1941, Thomas 1941 
SEKO      Anon. (Afdeling Noord Nieuw-Guinea) 
      1915 
S(E)KO     Salzner 1960 
SEKO = SKO    Capell 1962; Tiesler 1969-70; Wurm 

1971; Silzer & Heikkinen 1984; 
Silzer & Clouse 1991; Comrie 
1992mm; Grimes 1992, 1996; Smits & 
Voorhoeve 1994 

SEKOL = SKO    Silzer & Heikkinen 1984; Silzer &    
SEKOU     Cowan 1952-53 
SEKOU     Tami Group? (Cowan 1953) 
SEKOU = SKO    Capell 1962; Tiesler 1969-70; Wurm 

1971; Silzer & Heikkinen 1984; 
Silzer & Clouse 1991; Comrie 
1992mm; Grimes 1992, 1996; Smits & 
Voorhoeve 1994 

SEKOU = SKOU    Grimes 2000 
S∇KOU = SKOU    Donohue 2002 
S∇KOU = SKOU (Tobati and 
   Enggros name)   Donohue 2002 Ts 
SKOUW = SKOU    Grimes 2000 
 
TE MAWO = SKOU    Grimes 2000 
TUMAWO 350            Voorhoeve 1975 
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TUMAWO = SKO    Voorhoeve 1971; Laycock 1973; Wurm 
      & Hattori 1981; Wurm 1982, 1994; 
Silzer & Heikkinen 1984; Silzer & Clouse 1991; Comrie 1992mm; 
Grimes 1992, 1996; Smits & Voorhoeve 1994 
TUMAWO = SKOU    Grimes 2000; Donohue 2002, 2002 Ts 
 
Fruboe -- SEKÁ    Wichmann 1917 
Vroebowé -- SKÒH   Koning 1903 
 
Dyámbuë -- SEKO   Friederici 1910a 
Dyambue = Jamwoe -- SKO  Tiesler 1969-70 
Dyámpe -- SEKO    Friederici 1910a 
Jambe = Jamwoe -- SKO  Tiesler 1969-70 
Jamboë -- SKÒH    Koning 1903 
Jamboé -- SEKO    Anon. (Afdeling Noord Nieuw-Guinea) 
      1915 
Jambue -- SEKÁ    Wichmann 1917 
Jamwoë -- SKO    Schultze-Jena 1914 (cf S&C) 
Jamwoe -- SKO    Tiesler 1969-70 
Seko-jambi -- SEKO   Cheesman 1941 
Sko Jambe     Kramps 1936(1955) 
Skojambe -- SKO   Hoogland 1939 (cf S&C) 
Sko Jambe -- SKO (TOBADI 
   name)     Hoogland 1940(1955) 
Sko-Yambe -- SKO   Grimes 1992, 1996 
Sko-Yambe -- SKOU   Grimes 2000 
Sko-Jambo -- SKO   Galis 1955-56, Laycock 1973 
Sko-Yambo -- TUMAWO   Voorhoeve 1975 
Sko-Yambo --= SKO   Silzer & Heikkinen 1984 
Skoyambe -- SKO   Silzer & Clouse 1991 
Skou-Yambe -- SKOU   Donohue 2002, 2002 Ts 
 
Mabo -- SKÒH    Koning 1903 
Mabo -- SEKO    Anon. (Afdeling Noord Nieuw-Guinea) 
      1915 
Mabo -- SEKÁ    Wichmann 1917 
Mábu -- SEKO    Friederici 1910a 
Maboe = Mawu -- SKO   Tiesler 1969-70 
M_wu -- SKO    Schultze-Jena 1914 (cf S&C),     
Seko-mambu -- SEKO   Cheesman 1941 
Sko Mabe -- SKO (TOBADI name) Hoogland 1940(1955) 
Sko Mabo     Kramps 1936(1955) 
Sko Mabo -- SKO (TOBADI name) Hoogland 1940(1955) 
Sko-Mabo -- SKO   Galis 1955-56; Laycock 1973; Silzer 
      & Heikkinen 1984; Grimes 1992, 1996 
Sko-Mabo -- TUMAWO   Voorhoeve 1975 
Skomabo -- SKO    Hoogland 1939 (cf S&C), Wurm &    
Sko-Mabu -- SKOU   Grimes 2000 
Skou-Mabo -- SKOU   Donohue 2002, 2002 Ts 
 



 

 
 
 9 

Saë -- SKO    Schultze-Jena 1914 (cf S&C) 
Saé -- SEKO    Anon. (Afdeling Noord Nieuw-Guinea) 
      1915 
Sae -- SKO    Tiesler 1969-70 
Sai = Sae -- SKO   Tiesler 1969-70 
Seko-saii -- SEKO   Cheesman 1941 
Sko Sai     Kramps 1936(1955) 
Skosai -- SKO    Hoogland 1939 (cf S&C) 
Sko Sai -- SKO (TOBADI name) Hoogland 1940(1955) 
Sko-Sai -- SKO    Galis 1955-56; Laycock 1973; Silzer 
      & Heikkinen 1984; Grimes 1992, 1996 
Sko-Sai -- TUMAWO   Voorhoeve 1975 
Sko-Sai -- SKOU   Grimes 2000 
Skou-Sai -- SKOU   Donohue 2002, 2002 Ts 
Thae -- SKÒH    Koning 1903 
Thaë -- SEKO    Friederici 1910a 
Thaë -- SEKÁ    Wichmann 1917 
 
Seko -- WUTONG    Thomas 1941 
 
Tabobe = Sko Sai -- SKO (own 
   name)     Hoogland 1940(1955) 
Tapobe = Sko Sai -- SKO (own 
   name)     Hoogland 1940(1955) 
 
Tamau = Sko Mabe -- SKO (own 
   name)     Hoogland 1940(1955) 
 
Tamau = Sko Mabo -- SKO (own 
   name)     Hoogland 1940(1955) 
 
Tamau = Sko Mabo -- SKO  Hoogland 1940(1955) 
 
Tehoepa -- SKO    Hoogland 1940(1955) 
 
Tetampe = Sko Sai -- SKO (own 
   name)     Hoogland 1940(1955) 
        * * * * * 
 


