WARKAY- Bl PI M

WARKAI
War kai
Bi pum ( Moi pi m
- Simons et al 1967.

*

2 It is interesting to note that Sawuj shares a nunber of
cognates exclusively wth | anguages spoken south of the nouth of
the Digul river and on Fredrik Hendrik island:

.. [DOM JELMEK, KIMAGHAMA, MAKLEW MOVBUM RI ANTANA]

The sharing of a cultural termlike 'bow [DOM MOVBUM
RI ANTANA] and the formal simlarity of the words make it |ikely
that these | anguages have been in direct contact at some point in
their history. This, conbined with the fact that also the
Kaj agar | anguages show traces of contact with these sanme groups,
and the fact that a Marind-type | anguage i s spoken in two
enclaves in Asmat territory (Warkai-Bi pim see below) nakes it
clear that in the past considerable mgrations nust have taken
pl ace in the area.

- Voor hoeve 1971:89, n. 2.

The villages Warkai and Bipimformtwo |inguistic enclaves
wi thin the Asmat | anguage area. The two vill ages speak one
| anguage, which belongs to the Marind Stock. Warkai is situated
on the Farec river, about 5 mles upstreamof the Asmat vill age
Omadesep. Bipimis on the As (Kanmpong) river, three mles
upstream of the Asmat village Ar-Danim The villages are snall
War kai counted 115 people in 1960, Bipim79. Their present size
seens about the sane. A few generations ago the two villages

still lived together, presumably near the source of the Farec
river. |In Warkai the menory of the former unity with Bipimis
still alive; in Bipimthe informants denied to know anyt hi ng
about it.

- Voor hoeve 1971: 92.

The first word list collected in Warkai dates fromthe |ate
fifties; it was collected by one of the early mssionaries in the
area, either Father von Pey, or Father von Kessel. Subsequent
lists were recorded / in 1961 and in 1970 by the present witer,
who also collected a word list in Bipim The three lists, taken
in chronol ogi cal order, show an increase in Asmat | oan words.
Since the introduction of Mssion and Governnent frequent
contacts have devel oped between Warkai, Bipim and the
nei ghbourng Asmat villages. |t can be expected that the Warkai -
Bi pim | anguage wuill in the future be heavily influenced by
Asmat. Warkai-Bipimis now separated fromthe other |anguages of
the Marind Stock by |anguages of the AM u and Kajagar Fam i es.

It may have been in contact wth several of these | anguages as is
shown by the follow ng probable | oans ..



- Voor hoeve 1971: 92-93.

... Warkai -Bipimis spoken by a few hundred people living in two
/[ small villages, Warkai and Bi pim near the southern border of
the Asmat | anguage area. It is separated from Yagay by | anguages
of the Awu and Kayagar Famlies ...

- Voor hoeve 1975b: 360- 361.

200- 300 [ speakers]
Vill ages: Warkay, Bipim
Comment s: Bi pi m separated from Warkay a few generations ago.
They formsnall enclaves of a Marind type | anguage on the border
of the Asmat and Sawuy | anguage areas.
- Voor hoeve 1975f: 23.

*

War kay-Bi pim (Bi pim Bi pi m As-so0)

POP. +/- 300

LOC. South coast area west of Sawi. Warkay is on the Farec
Ri ver, Bipimas and Bi pinso are on the Assuwe (Kanpong)

Ri ver.

VI LLAGE(S) :

War kay -- 80

Bi pimas -- 120

Bi pinso -- 90

- Silzer & Hei kkinen 1984: 80.

(Bi pi m Bi pi m As-s0)
300

LOC. South coast area west of Sawi. Warkay is on the Farec
Ri ver, Bipimas and Bi pinso are on the Assuwe (Kanpong) River.
- Silzer & Couse 1991: 84.
*

War kay- Bi pim 250 speakers reported in 1978, in the south
coast area on the lower Eilanden River, Irian Jaya. Al so called
Bi pim As-So or Bipim ...

- Conrie 1992x: 390.

*

Sout h coast area bordering Asmat to east and Sawi to west,
| ower Eilanden River, 3 villages.

- Grinmes 1992: 584.

WARKAY-BIPIM (BIPIM AS-SO, BIPIM ... 300 (1993 R Dori ot
UFM . South coast area bordering Asmat to east and Sawi to west,
| ower Eilanden River, 3 villages.

- Ginmes 1996.

WARKAY-BIPIM (BIPIM AS-SO, BIPIM ... 300 (1993 R Dori ot
UFM . South coast area bordering Asmat to east and Saw to west,



| oner Eilanden River, 3 villages. Linguistic affiliation:

Trans- New Gui nea, Main Section, Central and Western, Marind,

Yaqay. 50% of speakers sonewhat bilingual in Indonesian or Asnat.
- Ginmes 2000.
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