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Preface

Resources reconnaissance surveys in Papua New Guinea by the Divi-
sion of Land Use Research, CSIRO, began in 1952, at the request of
the Papua New Guinea Administration, which financed the whole
project. Following fifteen regional surveys, it was decided to produce
a book on the vegetation based on the survey information. As it
seemed desirable to widen the scope of the book, two scientists
outside CSIRO were invited to contribute. Thus the book came to
consist of three parts: in Part I Max van Balgooy discusses the origin
and distribution patterns of the flora; Part II gives a comprehensive
account of the main vegetation types; and in Part 111 Jocelyn Powell
describes the role of the vegetation in the life of the native
population. Part I deals with the whole New Guinea region, while
Parts II and III are concerned mainly with Papua New Guinea.

The individual parts can be read separately, although cross-
references are made where appropriate. The views of the authors do
not always coincide, and the vegetation history in particular, which
is based partly on conjecture, has given rise to some differences of
opinion. The authors have tried to avoid unnecessary technical
terms so as not to discourage readers who are unfamiliar with the
jargon of a particular discipline. All references cited in the parts have
been brought together in a single bibliography at the end of the
book. With very few exceptions measurements-are in metric units.
Botanical names have, as far as practicable, been brought up to date
and may be different from those used in the literature cited, but well
known synonyms are added in brackets. Because of many un-
certainties and changes in nomenclature it was not possible to
provide all botanical names with the names of the original authors
and it was therefore decided not to quote any authorities. Thanks
are due to Dr. T.G. Hartley of the Herbarium Australiense,
Canberra, who has checked the botanical names used.

Plates 1-43, 46, 48 and 49 are from the CSIRO Papua New
Guinea surveys collection, and 44, 47 and 50-3 are Dr Powell’s. The
aerial photographs in Plates 16, 25, 33, 40 and 42 are Crown
Copyright reserved. Their publication has been made possible by
courtesy of the Director, Division of National Mapping, Department
of Minerals and Energy, Canberra. The figures were prepared by the
Drawing Office of the CSIRO Division of Land Use Research,
Canberra.

The island of New Guinea, lying wholly within the tropics, has
environments ranging from coastal swamps to snow-capped
mountain peaks. Our knowledge of its flora is still incomplete and
patchy; in some areas it is known reasonably well, but in other areas,
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Note on the use of ‘New Guinea’

In accordance with normal scientific practice ‘New Guinea’ has been
used throughout this book to mean the whole island of which Papua
New Guinea and Irian Jaya are political divisions. When Papua New
Guinea is used, it refers specifically to the political entity that bears
that name. The ‘highlands’ refer to the mountains and intermontane
valleys of the central cordillera of New Guinea, while the ‘Highlands’
refer to the administrative districts in Papua New Guinea.





