G Material Concerning the Australian-Indonesian Border



G1 West Irian/Papua and New Guinea border!
)

On 4th August, the Department of External Affairs released the following statement
issued by the Indonesian Foreign Ministry and the Australian Embassy, Djakarta, at the
conclusion of talks on the demarcation of the border between West Irian and the Territory
of Papua and New Guinea--

"As a follow-up to recent talks between the Indonesian and Australian Foreign Ministers,
discussions took place in Djakarta from 31st July to 4th August between Indonesian and
Australian survey experts.

_ The Indonesian delegation was led by Brigadier-General Scerjosoemarno, Director of
Army Topography, and the Australian Delegation by Mr B.P. Lambert, Director of the
Division of National Mapping, Department of National Development. The purpose of the
discussions was to exchange information and views on the surveying and permanent demarca-
tion of the border between West Irian and the Territory of Papua and New Guinea.

The experts agreed on a series of recommendations to be submitted for the approval of
the Indonesian and Australian governments. These recommendations covered both the overall
programme which should be adopted and early measures to implement this programme.
Specifically, they agreed thar a joint Indonesian/Australian reconnaissance team should visit
the border as soon as practicable to prepare the way for subsequent concurrent astronomical
surveys by both countries. Correlation of the results of these surveys would clear the way
for the permanent marking of the border. "

1 Current_Notes on International Affairs, Vol.XXXV (Aug. 1964), p.28.
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212 New Guinea's Boundaries

interpretation by that journal? Is there any substance in the further observation by this
newspaper that this matter brings into question the definition of the border between West
Irian and Papua-New Guinea? Is this likely to bring a sharp reaction from Indonesia?

Mr. HASLUCK.-- Mr. Speaker, I welcome the question asked by the honorable
gentleman because it gives me the opportunity to remove the possibility of an international
misunderstanding on this matter. I must say Iwas amazed to read in the "Australian” this
morning an account of the answer that I gave to the question yesterday because that account
was certainly not a report of anything that I said. It was from first to last an interpretation
of what I said. The interpretation was not justified by any words that I used.? The inter-
pretation gave a wholly false impression of what the views of the Government are. Worse
still, this interpretation is such as is likely to lead to international misunderstanding. I
think it is to be very much regretted.

The answer that I gave yesterday referred to an agreement relating to navigation on
the Fly River. That agreement was in these terms--

Navigation on the Fly River is free for the subjects of both contracting powers excepting
as regards the carriage of warlike stores, and no duty shall be imposed on other goods con-
veyed by that river.

That agreement dates back to 1895. In my answer, I said that, in effect, the agree-
ment had never been tested and that the exact meaning of it was being studied by our own
legal advisers so that a correct interpretation of the effect of the agreement would be arrived
at. Certainly, nothing that Isaid conveyed or even implied that there was any dissatisfac-
tion on our part regarding the definition of the Papua-New Guinea border or any lack of
expectation on our part that, in respect of the border, the Government of Indonesia would
do other than respect that definition. This item in the "Australian” put up the heading
"New Guinea River Row Likely”. It also suggested that the definition of the border between
West Irian and Papua-New Guinea was brought into question. By making those statements,
the report gave a wholly false impression. I wish to remove any misunderstanding that it
may have created either in the minds of honorable members or in the mind of the Indonesian
Government.

For an analysis of the Minister's statement see S.N.G.B., pp.133-4.



