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- SUMMARY
The Kamoro-Asmat people of the southwest New Guinea alluvial
area epoly en essentially uniform technology to an environ-
ment which 1s, in most respects, uniform. The najor subsis-
tence activities are sago gathering, flshing, and collecting.
In general there are more sago palms upstream and more fish
downstream. Because the rivers are wide and long in the cen=-
tral regions where the Asmat proper and the Sempan live, come
petition for sago and fishing areas between unrelated groups
living up and downstream from one another has resulted in the
development of a state of intensive warfare which is not due
plicated in the western Kamoro and Casuarine Cosst peripher-
les. Increased male solidarity resulting from cooperation in
intenslve warfare has led to the development of men's houses
or bachelors' houses., These are absent in the reripheral
areas, Famlly houses are essentially fenmale rlaces in the
central sres, Since femsles have little sollderity, tle fanm-
1ly houses include only a few closely related nuclear families,
In the veripheral areas, where men's houses are lacking, the
unity of the community 2s a vhole i- expressed in a long
house vhich includes many nuclear families, Varfare results
in pressure to create large communities. The villages sre
largzer in the centrsl area than they are in the peripheral
areas, In the most perivheral area, that of the western
Karioro, the basic unit of Xamoro-ismat soclal organizaetion,
the core conlcel kindred, is also an independent localized
Iroup, 70 core conlcal kxindreds merged into an affined con-
ical xindred by sister exchange form a unit which sppears in
the same area and to the east as a localized group. Among
the eastern Kamoro, the Sempan, the Xeenok, and the Xawenak,
the typical localized residentizal unit is the preferentially
endogamous group, wWhich constitutes an independent village
or a potentially independent village segment. dmong the Kame
oro, and probably the Keenok, incest nrohibitions extend only
to first cousins, The Kewenak, and posslibly the Sempan, ex-
tend ilncest prohibitions, in principle, to second cousins.,
The preferentially endogzmous group, the men's house sroup,
-therefore must include at least elght core conical kindreds,
These azre divided into moletlies, each of vhich is equivalent
in slze and general structure to the vreferentlally endoga-
nous group among the Xemoro. Leadership above the level of
the core conlczal kindred is everywhere related to the ability
to distribute food in ceremonial cycles. This in turn is A
probably everyuhere related to the fact that & leader makes
plural marriages. In the periphersl ereas, the =2bility to
make plural marriages is related rrimarily to being a hard
vorker and a good hunter. In the central aresa, it 1s most
closely related to prowess in warfare.
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PREFACE

In this dissertation some of the data collected dur-
ing field work in the Asmat reglon of western New Guinea
will be presented. Aépects of human ecolqu,-inq}uding
technology and production, wérfaré;asettlement pattern,
and population, will be related to social and politicsl
6rganizat1§n. Certain variations among the different As-
mat grours and between the Asmat and nelghborlng, closely
related, people will be tracedrto vériatiahsiin the en-
vironment. _

The reader will appreclate a wordAabout orthography
and the pronunciation of Asmat words, I have followed
the phonemic and orthographic system developed by C. L.
Joorhoeve (1965). In most cases, the orthography will
create no problems. A4 few peculiarities should be noted,
hovever, "C" is pronounced "ch" as in English "check." |
"J" ranzes freely between English "j" in "jet" and Engiish
"7" in "yet.® Initial "z often sounds :ike a "b" in
English "bin.," Initiel "n® often sounds like "i" in Eng-
1lish "din," .

I arrived in the Asmat area of (then) Netherlands
New Guinea in November, 1961. After a perlod of orienta~
tion, I commenced field work ;n the village of Momogo-
Sagapo, upstream on the Northwest River, in December. I

worked in Momogo-Sagapc until my health and difficulties
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with supplies compelled me toileaye in Pebruary., In March,
1961, I joined Dr. A. A. Gerbrands in the village of Aman-
Wamkaj on the Kampong leer, where he was studying Asmat
art and artists. When he returned to‘Holland, at the end
of July, 1961, I remained in Aman—NamkaJ. I stayed until
September, 1962, when I left the field, |

During my stay in New Guines, many people helped me.
It is not possible to mention.all by name, but the ald of
the following should be acknowledged. In the Bureau for
Native Affairs, in Hollandia, Drs. J. C. Anceaux, J. V. de
Bruyn, =rd J. Pouwer were all extremely helpful on a number
of occasions, lir, B, van Leer, of Hollandla Film, did his
utmost to help me with photographic problems.

In Merauke, lr, G. J. van Gent, Controller of the
Kerauke district, helved me purchase equipment for the
field and extended his personal hospitality. Mr.'A, N. J.
van des_Klugt, end his successor, Fr. Brouwer, managers of
the Merauke branch of the Nederlandse Handel-laatschappi),
‘Y. V., provided indispensable assistence in handling sone-
times very complicated financlal matters. | .

Also in Mersuke, I met for the first time Father G.
Zegwaard, M.S.C., one of the first Europeans to work in
the Asmat area, and a fine ethnographer. His publications
and notes were of great help to me. His generosity in make-

1ngrthem avallable to me i1s greatly apprecliated.
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Finally, in Merauke, I met for the first time two_men
who were to become close friends and associéteg; Dr. A. A.
Gerbrends had come to New Guinea to study Asmat arty MNr,
(now Dr.) C. L. Voorhoeve had come to study the Asmat lan-
guage, Over the course of the next two years these two
men alded me in many ways, Together, we began to gain some
insight into the intricacles of Asmat culture. As already
mentioned, I stayed withrDr..Gerbrands for five month;. On
many occasions, Dr, Voorhoeve and his wife, Leonle, extended
their hospitality to me in the Asmat district center of
Agats,

In the Asmat area, itself, many government officials
and missionaries gave me their unstinting ald. Nr. H. A.
van der Schoot and Mr. J. W. Kroon, Chilefs of Local Adminis-
traticn during most of the time I was there, and Mr. J.
Watrin, chief of police, repeatedly supplied me with trans-
portation and other help, Dr, V. F. P. li. van Amel svoort,
li.D.y cured me of many 1lls and was, besides, a good friend.
Among missionaries, I should 1like to mention, especlally, .
Fathers W, ven Dongen and H. von Pe), M.S.C., Fathers F.
Pitka, D. Hesch, and A, Sowada, 0.S.C., and Mr. V. Hekman,
of The Evangelical Alliance Mission. 411l provided 1ndiépen-
sable hospitality, assistance, and insights into Asmat cul-
ture.

C. C. Verhey ven Wijk, of theuIMEX Corporation in

Jamas, very probably saved my 1ife on one occasion end ren-
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dered invaluable help on a number of others,

Though they will never read these pages, my gratitude
to the people of liomogo-Segapo and Aman-Nemka) must‘also
be expressed, They are the most infuriating, sly, dramatic,
proud, loveble, admirable people I have ever knovn. Only
those who have experlenced the maelstrom of Asmat village
1ife can fully apnreclate ;hem. Without their consistent
tolerance of my prying and ‘niaivete nothing could have been
accomplished. In particular, I should like to mention ny
best informsnts in Anen-Nemkaj: Mataj, Kokornam, Jwuteke-
Jen, Simen, and, above all, Kermif.. |

Outside New Guinea, I would like to thank the National
Institute of Nental Health for the several fellowships, re-
search grants, and fleld research grents, which financed
two years of graduate study and my field work, Thanks are
also due to the Stichting Wetenschappelijk Ondevzoek van de
Tropen, formerly the Stichting Wetenschappelljk Onderzoek
Nleuw-Guinea. It was their invitation to participate in
the study of Asmat culture along with Dr. A. 4. Gerbrands
and #r. C. L. Voorhoeve that led to my decision to work in
the Asmat area.

Dr. Leopold J, Pospisil first interested me in New
Guinea. EHis sympathetic advice, both prior to going into

the field and since my return, has been invaluable,



lirs, Jeen LeRiche typed the manuscript. John Gierlich
drew the maps and plens, lkuch credit is due them for their
- accuracy end speed in a crisis situation,

Hy wife, Donna, has helped me in so meny ways that I
cennot count them, Above all, hef sympathetlc support kept
me golng through many blue days., |

Iy mother and father menaged mail and rinances,'ﬁent
throush agonies for months when there was no mall; hélped
me -financlally and moraliy, and simply put up with me, dur-
ing the years of fleld work and the years of writing.
{dithout thelr help, there would be no dissertation, I
dedicate 1t to them. |





