






















































































































































































































































































































































·So that more than 80 per cent of the Indonesian econo­
my· is in Indonesian hands, either public or private. We 
regard all these as a great asset for the continuous struggle 
of the Indonesian people. A great asset for the completion 
of oUr Revolution. Last but not least, the explosive pro­
blem' of West lrian has been solved in principle. With this 
completed, Indonesia's nation building has a solid political, 
economic and social conceptual foundation. 

This we regard as very essential upon which any tech­
nological and scientific progress should rest. From the very 
beginning we have always claimed that Indonesian develop­
ment towards nationhood is not in the first place a matter 
of capital or technical knowledge, but that the 
ment ·of a clear-cut political, social-economic conception 
is a prerequisite for any further growth towards perfec­
tion,. miciency and improvement of living standaros. It 
is true that national independence achieved in the twen­
tietheentury can greatly benefit from technological and 
scientific advance, but on the other hand this is also an 
age in which foreign big powers have ample means and 
strengths to interfere, directly or otherwise, in the affairs 
of developing countries, so that uncertainty or timidity 
with regard to the social foundation of the state will be­
come the immediate objective for creating national insta­
bility. 

I have· put my thoughts before this Council of World 
Affairs in rather general terms, because once I enter the 
details of the problems it would require many hours of 
further discussion. I am also aware that some of you, or 
even many of you in this Council, are harbouring different 
thoughts or principles, either in your approach towards 
domestic problems or in :rour appreciation of international 
relations. As I said in the very beginning, my remarks 
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were meant to enrich the collection of this COllllCil of 
W orId Affairs of the basic ideas upon which new nations 
are developing their nationhood. I personally am always 
interested, and fascinated, to study the mental develop­
ment of our sister-countries. Even if I differ with their 
mental approach and conclusions, the contact with their 
thoughts is always inspiring for the further development 
of our own national concepts. After all, most of these 
thoughts are the product of original thinking, perhaps in 
experimental forms, and certainly not yet perfect, but 
nonetheless a product of bold thinking. 

I hope that my remarks this afternoon are of value to 
the Council. We in Indonesia are always closely watching 
Indian developments, not in terms of sensational news as 
published in the papers, but especially, more in terms of 
new fundamental thoughts and conceptions which, we be­
lieve, mark the vitality of a new nationhood. 
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THE PRESS AS AN INSTRUMENT OF STRUGGLE 

A nwnber of Asian and African journalists gathered 
in Djakarta in February 1963 in order to prepare for 
the First Asian-African Journalists Conference later in 
the year. At the reception marking the opening of this 
preparatory conference, held on the evening of 10 Feb­
ruary 1963, Dr Subandrio spoke as follows. 

On behalf of the Gove:cnment may I welcome all partic­
ipants to the Preparatory Conference of Asian-African 
Journalists, especially those who have come from abroad. 
The Government is giving its fullest assistance in order 
that this conference may achieve the best results, so that 
the main conference of Asian-African Journalists can be 
convened in the near future. 

The Government regards this conference as very im­
portant, and certainly it does not consider it to be just a 
private matter for the journalists alone. In fact, the Indo­
nesian Government believes that this conference is no less 
important than an Asian-African conference at govern­
ment level. 

In the present struggle both in the national and in the 
international fields, as instruments of the newly emerging 
forces, the government, the forces of society and the voice 
of the press cannot be separated from one another. Indeed, 
in the past, integrity of government, the forces of society 
-and the voice of the press was given the greatest atten­
tion and has been closely nurtured, both in the national 
sphere and as international solidarity, especially among 
'the peoples of Asia-Africa who are still suffering physical­
:ty under the yoke of colonialism. Instinctively and emo-

tionally, even without rational thought, we have all felt 
very close one to the other in defending our common in­
terests. It was felt at that time that solidarity was so 
profound that it sometimes appeared as a common tie of 
life. However strong the policy of divide et impera of the 
imperialists-colonialists might be, whether they sought to 
apply it within one nation or whether they directed it 
against the relationships between nations, it was not suc­
cessful at that time, precisely because solidarity was based 
upon the most profound consciousness and conviction, be­
coming so closely knit together that it could not be divided. 

Now, almost all struggles for independence have been 
successful, in the sense that the greater part of the colo­
nised peoples have already freed themselves physically 
from the chains of colonialism. With the achievement of 
this stage of the struggle, there have emerged differences 
in evaluation and consciousness, both in the national as 
well as in the international fields. Needless to say here 
that, of course, the colonialists have increased their efforts 
to preserve their interests in the hegemony of the old 
world and also in the new world structure, wherein the 
scope of international relations has been widened with 
the emergence of about sixty new national governments 
which formerly had no voice at all. 

These two factors have resulted not only in the weak­
ening of solidarity amongst Asian-African peoples, but, 
even more, have caused conflicts to increase and become 
deeper. between the Asian-African nations. 

Let us examine this problem a little further. In the strug­
gle for the physical and political eviction of the colonialists 
from colonised regions, we all have great and profound 
experiences. In this we all deserve appreciation and res­
pect. The methods we used may have been diverse and dif-
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ferent, but our sincerity, our determination, our sacrifices 
of blood, of earthly possessions, and our sacrifices of the 
human lives which were the backbone of that struggle, 
were of the same order a.r.d quality. In this respect, we In­
donesians do not venture to boast as though our struggle 
were superior to that of any other peoples. On the con­
trary, we respect the several nations who have managed to 
forge such a unity of national spirit that they reached 
physical superiority in confronting the colonialist-imperi­
alist forces. 

However, it is becoming clear that after the achieve­
ment of de jure national independence the differences in 
assessment of the task ahead have also created differences 
in the national and international consciousness. In the 
first place, it has been forgotten that the national strug­
gle for independence and the achievement of national in­
dependence by several thousand millions of human beings 
constitutes a new phenomenon, releasing tremendous 
social forces never to be met with before in the history 
of mankind. 

Irrespective of our likes, the social forces emanating 
from the development of national independence will trans­
form the norms of the old world which was based on the 
characteristic of hegemony - whether in the mental and 
political or in the economic and military sense - of a 
small group of nations over the majority of mankind. 
This hope is, of course, based on the consciousness of 
these new social forces in the fulfillment of their respect­
ive tasks, which is not the mere political achievement of 
national independence alone. They should also be fully 
aware that the further development of this national in­
dependence in the direction of justice amongst nations. 
in the direction of prosperity for all, in the direction of 
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world peace, can be effected only if the hegemony of the 
old world in all its manifestations is_eradicated from the 
face of the earth. Therefore, as a matter of course, the 
elll:er~ence of a new hegemony, in any form whatsoever, 
must, also be prevented. . . . , 

We have to admit frankly that this consciousness is 
not yet so widespread amongst us. Even more, amongst 
us there are at times those who feel that they are nation 
arrivee through having replaced the colonial government, 
through having replaced colonial institutions by national 
institutions in the sense of a mere replacement by nation­
al office bearers only. We feel satisfied already athav­
ing de jure independence wherein we have a national 
government, a parliament, political parties, and in addition 
wherein, with gatherings in international forums, we can 
express opinions in apparently independent fashion. 

The fact is forgotten that de jure national independence 
is only a bridge towards a goal, a point from which to 
continue the struggle, nationally as well as internationally. 
The fact is forgotten that even in times past, the integrity 
and solidarity of the oppressed peoples we now call tithe 
newly emerging forces", formed the absolute cond,ition 
for the achievement of positive results in every one of 
our endeavours. The fact is forgotten that if we 'struggle 
each by ourselves, with no rapport between us, this can 
cause only splits amongst us in facing our common ideals. 

This is why Indonesia constantly urges solidarity 
amongst the peoples of Asia and Africa. This is why In­
donesia recommends thoa convening of meetings at all 
levels amongst Asian and African nations. 

Our national struggles are not yet finished. Our inter­
national struggle for eradication of the old hegemony and 
for the prevention of the emergence of a new hegemony 
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is not yet finished. And in this regard, the national strug­
gle ~nd the international struggle are closely intertwined 
and cannot be separated the one from the other. 

Further, neither must we forget that our independence, 
the new independence of approximately 60 nations in ad­
dition to the complete freedom now enjoyed by nations 
who formerly dwelt in a semi-colonial state, also consti­
tutes an absolute condition for growth towards a new 
:world. Probably, for all of us it is taken as a matter of 
course that technical advancement, economic ability and 
mate~al ~ealth in abundance are important foundations 
~or' the progress of the world. ., 
, It should be stressed in this context that the new social 
strength, the social strength based on the national inde­
pend~nqe. of several thousand millions of human beings 
is a~ an absolute factor for achieving the creation of a 
new world. The technical and material strength of the old 
w~rld. . ~d . the social strength of the present day world 
fo~·(wo.complementary conditions, form two component 
parts, . wbich absolutely must work together if we are to 
proceed 'tOwards a new world based on freedom, prosper­
ity,.)us~i~e and peace. 

Why must it be so? The social strength of the newly 
independent states or, in general, the developing states 
which we. usually call "the newly emerging forces" are 
component parts of all progress of the new world. Of 
courSe, Someone will ask, is this really true? Precisely if 
we were in physical-economic competition, or in technical­
physical or scientific competition, we do not yet possess 
real significance in the world. I myself have to admit this 
fact. However, the development of the world today may 
not be determined solely by physical strength, be it eco­
nomic, technical or scientific. The development of the 

348 

world must be determined by the ideals of mankind as a 
whole. And for the first time in the' history of mankind~ 
these common ideals have already become the profoundly­
felt consciousness of the newly emerging forces. This 
strength is a real force, it is a living force, which is of no 
less value than the material and technical strength of 
those nations which hav~ been independent for centuries. 

This strength of the newly emerging forces is the 
source of growth in the direction of the new world. This 
strength of the newly emerging forces must be the guide, 
must be the pioneer of growth towards a new world which, 
willy-nilly, will also include the development of our 
national independence. With regard to technology and 
science, especially as instruments for economic growth, we 
should learn as muchas possible from the highly-developed 
states, but we should never lose the initiative as vanguard 
and guide of growth towards a new world. 

If not, then, even while possessing national indepen­
dence, we will continue to live in poverty, subjugation and 
humiliation. Examples of this state of affairs are num­
erous, both from the pre-war period as well as at the 
present time. Independent or not, if ever we tolerate a 
group of nations to dominate the world, whether mentally 
or materially, then, whether we like it or not, we will 
return to the hell of humiliation and oppression. 

The problem we face at present is, therefore, far more 
comprehensive than the problem of the cold war, which 
is so often played up. The problem we face at present is 
not solely the ideological war that through all media of 
communication - whether press or radio and television 
- is being thrust upon the whole world. It is not that 
wc are indifferent with regard to some ideology. No. We 
ourselves are at present developing our own national 
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ideologies on the basis of our national identities, on the 
basis of our social structures, which we call a progressive 
and just ideology. 

Further, the problem we face at present is far more 
comprehensive than the problem caused by the fact of our 
backwardness in technical and economic matters. There 
is no less importance in the problem we are facing at pre­
sent, and that is the eradication of the old hegemony, 
prevention of the emergence of a new hegemony, and 
the pioneering of new concepts both for national as well 
.as for international development. 

What then, in this context, is the function of the press, 
the function of newspapers? Will it still be so that news­
papers are only media for the expression of freedom of 
thought alone? Or should newspapers be media for the 
-national and international struggle I have mentioned? 

In the meaning of "freedom of thought", of course, the 
_interest of the press of the old hegemony have a complete­
ly different aim than the ideals of the newly emerging 
.forces. They are out to maintain their old position; they 
are out to defend their hegemony in all fields. And if we 
do not face this firmly on the basis of collectivity and 
solidarity, then surely we will not be able to withstand 
their press hegemony, for their equipment is more perfect, 
their capabilities and experience are wider so that it can 
-be predicted in advance that we will be invaded by 
trends of thought that are in conflict with the require­
ments for the new world. All this can be achieved on the 
basis of the slogan: Freedom of the Press. 

It follows that we must first of all determine that our 
press is an instrument of the struggle for national inde­
pendence, an instrument of the international struggle, 
an instrument of the struggle for justice, an instrument 
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of the struggle for prosperity, an instrument of the strug­
gle for peace. It is within this context that we may, nay, 
we must, develop our thought freely for the sake of pro­
gress. We must take care that, in exercising the right of 
freedom of the press, we are not trapped into engaging 
in activities capable of preserving the old hegemony or 
of supporting the growth of a new hegemony, s.ince by 
doing so we would create conditions of dominatIOn and 
humiliation for ourselves. By doing so, we would only 
delay or even kill our own national development. 

It is true that the press as a whole, no matter what 
country it may come from, has one common basis, namely, 
freedom to think and to write. However, the press from 
the part of the world that still has a significant influence 
upon daily life in general, both nationally and internation­
ally, does not have the same aim. They do not fight ~or 
national independence, since their nations have been ID­

dependent for centuries past. They are not the instru­
ments of a struggle for common prosperity, for they 
enjoy a prosperous existence based on the poverty of 
other peoples. They do not fight for justice, for they 
feel that this world serves only their interests, if need 
be, through the suppression of other nations. They are 
not the instruments of the struggle for peace that can 
be felt by communities in general everywhere, since they 
feel that they can impose physical peace through strength 
and power, both armed and economic. 

In presenting these things, possibly I am exaggerating 
somewhat. Possibly the strength of the old hegemony and 
the strength of the newly emerging forcese have at pre­
sent already reached a new balance; possibly there are 
some ex-colonial governments which now take a more 
progressive attitude. But close study will show that the 
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press of the ex-colonialist states still takes an imperialis­
tic and reactionary attitude, not very different from that 
of the past. And its voice is still loud throughout the 
world. 

We all know how a foreign correspondent based in 
Singapore can write articles and analyses on Indonesia 
that are widely disseminated in Europe and America, 
whilst such a correspondent has at times never set foot 
in Indonesia or, at the most, has made only several brief 
visits to Indonesia. This article is of course taken to be 
reality by readers in Europe or America, because it can­
not be expected that other foreign correspondents who 
know Indonesia better will refute those analyses. Neither 
can it be expected that denials or corrections from Indo­
nesia itself will be published by the newspapers concerned. 
This shows that what is called Freedom of the Press is 
a notion that is very relative. Especially the Western 
press, which is still strong and in a commanding position, 
does not show the slightest desire to report objectively 
on the situation in Asia and Africa. Even less can it be 
expected that they will disseminate the new ideas now 
alive in Asia-Africa. 

Conflicts of interest on a global scale have far greater 
influence on the hegemony of the Western press than the 
basis of press freedom to bring forward sound and con­
tructive thoughts on the situation in Asia and Africa. This 
is an obstacle that we must overcome if we are to be true 
to our national ideals, to international ideals leading to­
wards the establishment of a new world based upon free­
dom, justice, common prosperity and peace. And all the 
more if news in the Western press hegemony has influence 
in the states of Asia-Africa. This can mean that all news 
in the Western press about Asia-Africa is taken to be 
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reality. This can mean that the headlines in the Western 
press that reflect a specific concept become headlines also 
in Asia-Africa. 

I mentioned earlier the foreign correspondents in Singa­
pore who were writing about Indonesia. Besides this I also 
often read reports from foreign correspondents residing 
in Hongkong who write about the Philippines. Through 
these examples I want to show that Freedom of the Press 
can be used as a tool to suppress the struggle for indepen­
dence. Freedom of the Press can be used as a tool to sup­
press the growth of technically and' economically under­
developed countries towards prosperity, justice and peace. 

This means that, although we may have to live side by 
side, the imperialistic press has nothing in common with 
the press that reflects the voice of nations who are fight­
ing to develop themselves. Do not expect that their free­
dom of press leads to objectivity and justice. What is 
more, never allow them to compete freely and unrestric­
tedly against the growth of our way of thinking, because 
unprotected competition with them is like the beggar com­
peting with the rich man, is like an illiterate competing 
with a scholar, is like a person physically weak competing 
with one physically strong. As also in the case of building 
nation and state we must protect those persons or groups 
who are weak, so also in the growth of our national press, 
we must regulate our relations and our co-operation with 
the Western press, in order that we can grow on the basis 
of specific foundations . 

I do not recommend at all that relations be cut off with 
the press of any side whatever. What I wish to stress is 
that we have interests that conflict fundamentally, also 
among the ranks of the press serving the interests of the 
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old hegemony, nothwithstanding their apparent freedom 
to think along the lines of our aims. 

Freedom of the press has freedom as its basis, but free­
dom of the press does not yet imply a common understand­
ing with regard to freecom, nationhood and justice. In 
this connection, free or not free has no important mean­
ing. They struggle for their interests which are profound­
ly in conflict with our objectives and with our way of 
life. In this connection I still remember a remark by a 
well-known correspondent who described the articles of 
the press of both sides in conducting the cold war. One 
side, he said, is free to disseminate lies; the other side, 
is probably given guides for the dissemination of lies; the 
result is the same: both sides disseminate lies. 

What we seek in this gathering is common points of 
understanding. Then we will put freedom of the press to 
the service of consolidation and development of these 
common points. In this way, we can use the press in Asia­
Africa as the accumulator of thoughts and concepts that 
are alive, of the new thoughts and concepts which are 
appearing among the Asian and African nations. Thus we 
will be able to use the press as an instrument for the dis­
semination of these new thoughts and concepts. 

It is not that this dissemination will be propaganda of 
the one to the other, but far more than this: dissemination 
will enlarge and deepen our knowledge about our respec­
tive processes of growth. And it is also possible that this 
dissemination will give us fresh inspiration for appraising 
our work. In this way, freedom of the press for us can 
also be used to disseminate the results of our struggle 01-

of our efforts. At present, most of the news reports coming 
from Asia and Africa through foreign news agencies con­
cern only sensational reports of fires. of fighting or con-
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flicts, of troubles and natural disasters, and this is the 
source of information for readers in America or Europe, 
and it often also flows back into our own region again, 
as if it were actual and factual news. 

Where we also wish to offer freedom of the press to the 
reader as a medium of entertainment or relaxation, or at 
times would also like to present news sensationally, evell 
in this case we may not forget that we use freedom of the 
press as an instrument of the struggle, both in the national 
as well as in the international spheres. In this respect, we 
must not be influenced by headlines that can poison our 
thoughts or which can weaken our activities in eradicating 
the old hegemony. 

At times we can immediately sense economic or military 
penetration that is damaging to our struggle, but the pene­
tration of thought through "freedom of the press" is far 
more dangerous, since it can avail itself of rational argu­
ments by the intelligensia which can at times readily hold 
itself aloof from the aspirations of the struggles of society 
as a whole. 

We are holding this conference in preparation for the 
Asian-African Journalists Conference not for purposes 
of enmity with another part of the world, not for purposes 
of creating "a third force", as is often alleged. We are 
making efforts to hold Asian-African Conferences at 
various levels, including at the level of representatives of 
the press, only with the aim of consolidating our common 
objectives and duties, of strengthening our solidarity as 
developing nations. 

We are well aware that the new thoughts and concepts,. 
the progressive thoughts and concepts of the Asian-Afri-
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ean peoples as a whole are the principal assets for growth 
in the direction of a new world encompassing indepen­
dence, justice, prosperity and peace. The social require­
ments, the technical-economic requirements, yes even the 
technical-military requirements have all been met for the 
ereation of this new world. And this is for the first in the 
history of mankind that all these requirements have been 
fulfilled. The fulfillment of these requirements compells 
the creation of a new world, precisely because the alter­
native is the destruction of mankind, the destruction of 
our civilisation, the destruction of the world. 

The oppression of the greater part of mankind, which 
now possesses a high degree of social consciousness that 
is evenly spread, and also the imposition of poverty upon 
the greater part of mankind, can all give rise to tremen­
dous tensions in the world which will result in new and 
wide-spread war, whilst large-scale war at present, based 
on the development of military techniques, will mean des­
truction for all of us. 

I have tried to present to you at some length the mean­
ing of Freedom of the Press as an instrument of the 
national and international struggle of the Asian-African 
states in particular and of developing countries in general. 
I have also tried to stress clearly the meaning of solidarity 
in this respect, precisely because we have a, duty and a 
l'esponsibility at each stage of development towards a 
new world, apart from the technical and scientific ques­
tions and the assets of equipment which are in the pos­
session of the highly-developed states. 

To augment your documents, especially of those of you 
who came from abroad, on the growth and development 
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of the Asian-African nations, I actually had it in mind to 
extend my address with an explanation about the principles 
and the course of the Indonesian Revolution. How­
ever, in order to save time, I shall instead distribute among 
you later on the text of the speech I delivered before the 
Council of World Affairs in New Delhi, which portrays 
the Indonesian Revolution and its context of the World 
Revolution. 
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